Southern Thailand 1986-1995
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Presentation Notes
In 1986 I started ecological anthropology field research in southernmost Thailand.  The upper photos are scenes from the Pattani region near the Malaysian border.  The lower right photo includes botanist Dr. Somporn Juntadach, one of the Thai collaborators in the research from the Department of Biology at Prince of Songkhla University in Pattani. Initial research focused on a comparison of animal predation by four villages, two Muslim and two Buddhist, one of the pair coastal and the other interior. The results were published: 1992, "A Comparison of the Cultural Ecology of Adjacent Muslim and Buddhist Villages in Southern Thailand: A Preliminary Field Report," Journal of the National Research Council of Thailand 23(2):31-42 (co-author Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel).


Dr. Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel
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In the lower right photo is Dr. Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel, my wife, trained in philosophy.  She influenced me to turn to Thailand for field research, initiated my study and practice of Buddhism, and has collaborated in research and publications on Buddhist ecology and environmentalism, sacred places in nature like sacred trees, and so on.  
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Nukul and Poranee interviewing a monk in southern Thailand near Pattani.


Professors Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel (Chaminade University, Honolulu)
and Nukul Ruttanadakul (Prince of Songkhla University, Pattani, Thailand)
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On the right is Professor Nukul Ruttanadakul, ecologist from the Biology Section of the School of Science and Technology, Prince of Songkhla University, Pattani, Thailand, an a visit to Oahu in October 2005.  Nukul collaborated closely with our research in southern Thailand and co-authored some publications.  He has always been a most kind and generous colleague, freely sharing his expertise, personal observations, and hospitality. 
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ABSTRACT

Western approaches to biodiversity are starting to recognise the relevance of
local environmental knowledge and community forests, but mostly ignore the
conservation potential of sacred places because of their culture bound modern-
ism and scientism. We argue that sacred places are in effect an ancient and
widespread system of community based and religiously sanctioned protected
areas that promote biodiversity conservation. We also compare the advantages
and disadvantages of government and community based protected areas, and
consider them to be complementary.
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1998 "Sacred and/or Secular Approaches to Biodiversity Conservation in Thailand" (co-authors Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel, Nukul Ruttanadakul, and Somporn Juntadach) for special issue on biodiversity of Worldviews: Environment, Culture, Religion 2(1):155-167. Since this publication the World Wildlife Fund, World Conservation Union (IUCN) and many other organizations and individuals have pursued basic and applied research on the relationship between sacred places in nature and biodiversity including its conservation.


- Central Thailand

Sacred Grove
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An sacred grove with elaborate statue and other structures adjacent to a temple in Central Thailand. 


Grants

= National Institutes of Health

= National Science Foundation

= Fulbright

= UNESCO-Man and the Biosphere

= \Wenner-Gren Foundation for
Anthropological Research

= Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation
= Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
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The above are just a few of the grants I have been awarded over four decades.


Teaching (1967 - )

= Indiana U, Bloomington, IN

= Mount Royal College, Calgary, Canada
m U Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Canada

= U Massachusetts, Amherst, MA

= Cornell U, Ithaca, NY

= VVenezuelan Institute for Scientific
Investigations, Caracas, Venezuela

m Prince of Songkla U, Pattani, Thailand
= U Hawai 1, Honolulu, Hi


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before I finished my Ph.D. dissertation I enjoyed posts as a visiting professor at several universities.  One summer was spent as a visiting lecturer at Mount Royal College in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, with weekends hiking in the adjacent Rocky Mountains. I enjoyed a Fulbright Fellowship for teaching and research in the Department of Anthropology at IVIC in 1979-1980.  Later during the summers of 1994-1995 I was awarded another Fulbright Fellowship, this time for teaching and research in Biology at the School of Science and Technology of Prince of Songkhla University in Pattani in southern Thailand.


International conferences

Canberra, Australia
Canterbury, England
Caracas, Venezuela
Florence, Italy
_eiden, The Netherlands
London, England
Paris, France

Pattani, Thailand

San Jose, Costa Rica
Tokyo, Japan
Toronto and Montreal
Canada
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The above are international conferences among more than 70 conferences I have attended since 1972.  In most of these conferences  I have given invited papers.  In addition, I have organized a session for the annual convention of the American Anthropological Association almost every year since 1987.   


Professional associations

m American Academy of Religion

m American Anthropological Association
= Assoclation of Current Anthropology
= Cultural Survival

= Forum on Religion and Ecology

= International Society for the Study of Religion,
Nature, and Culture

= Slam Society

= Soclety for the Anthropology of Lowland
South America (SALSA)

m Society of the Sigma Xi
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The above are the main professional organizations in which I have been a member.  I served as a founding member and the chair of the  Commission for Human Rights (1991-1995) and the permanent Committee for Human Rights (1996) of the American Anthropological Association and remain on the Advisory Council of the Committee for Human Rights.  I am one of the founding members of the International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature, and Culture.


O .
External committees

m Scientific Committee, UNESCO-MAB Conference on
Food and Nutrition in Tropical Forest

m Chair, Commission for Human Rights, AAA
= Chair, Committee for Human Rights, AAA

m Editorial Board, Social Justice: Anthropology, Peace
and Human Rights

= Advisory Board, Forum on Religion and Ecology,
Harvard University, subsequently Yale University

= One of the Assoclate Editors, Encyclopedia of
Religion and Environment

= Executive Advisory Board, Encyclopedia of Violence,
Peace and Conflict

= Anthropology Research Committee, Center for
Global Nonkilling
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These are among the numerous committees on which I have served beyond those at the University of Hawai`i. 


Consultant

m Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund
m East-West Center

= National Geographic Society

m Soclety for Applied Anthropology

m Ye’kuana Community Biodiversity
Conservation Project, Venezuela

m Cultural Survival

x NOVA
m Soclal Ecology, U Klagenfurt, Vienna
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Also I have been a referee for numerous publishers for book manuscripts, journal articles, grant foundations, and faculty tenure and promotion reviews beyond UH. In addition,  I have served as an external examiner for dissertations at other universities.
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So far I have edited two books and co-edited two others. The 1996 book Tropical Deforestation was reprinted for distribution in South and Southeast Asia in 2003.


Articles In jJournals:

m Aggressive Behavior

= American Anthropologist
= Anthropology Today

m CHOICE

= Current Anthropology

= Human Organization

= Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and
Culture

= Journal of Environmental Education

= Nature

= Religion and Society: Advances in Research
= Worldviews: Environment, Culture, Religion
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So far I have published more than 3 dozen journal articles, 3 dozen book chapters, and 27 articles in 9 different encyclopedias, and most of these have been invited and peer reviewed.    Several publications have been reprinted as well in new contexts.


Articles In reference books:
Dictionary of Anthropology

Encyclo
Encyclo
Encyclo
Encyclo
Encyclo

0€EC
DEC

0EC

la of Anthropology
la of Biodiversity
la of Cultural Anthropology

nedia of Religion and Nature
pedia of Science, Technology, and

Medicine in Non-Western Cultures

International Encyclopedia ofi Social and
Behavioral Sciences

= Encyclopedia of Environment and Society
= Encyclopedia of Psychology and Religion
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I have been invited to contribute entries to various scientific encyclopedias, and usually several entries. 


Primary Interests

Religion
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Presentation Notes
My primary research, publishing, and teaching specializations are in ecology, religion, and peace, and in the interface of these as represented by this model triangle.  However, in recent years I have focused increasingly on the relationship between ecology and religion, an exciting, flourishing, and promising  new scientific and academic field that I call spiritual ecology.  My field research in Thailand since 1986 has concentrated on the relationship between Buddhism, ecology, and environmentalism, especially in relation to forests and biodiversity.  This includes research on the biodiversity and environmental functions of the traditional “system” of sacred places in nature, encompassing particular trees, groves, forests, mountains, and caves that Thai people consider to be sacred.  Since 2003 my wife and I have been pursuing the possible ecological relationships among Buddhist monks, sacred caves, bats, forests, and biodiversity and environmental conservation in Thailand. However, so far we have not been able assemble a multidisciplinary team of collaborators required to explore all of these connections, thus we are focusing on the use of sacred caves by monks and others as an initial phase of the work. 


Troplcal Deforestatlon

ECOIOgy § THE HUMAN DIMENSION

= Primate
= Cultural
= Historical
= Political
m Spiritual
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The above sequence from top to bottom represents something of an evolutionary progression in my own career, but increasingly I concentrate on spiritual ecology.  These are representative publications on ecology:

1996, "Anthropological Perspective on the Causes, Consequences, and Solutions of Deforestation," (co-authors Robert C. Bailey and Thomas N. Headland) in Tropical Deforestation: The Human Dimension, Leslie E. Sponsel, Thomas N. Headland, and Robert C. Bailey, eds.  New York, NY: Columbia University Press, Ch. 1, pp. 3-52.

2011, “Human Impact on Biodiversity: Overview,” Encyclopedia of Biodiversity, (revision and update for second edition), Simon Asher Levin, Editor-in-Chief, New York, NY: Elsevier (in press).


The@JoumaI of

Environmental
Education

Vishime 19, Namnber 1

Fall 1967

Cultural Ecology and
Environmental Education

LESLIE E. SPONSEL

ABSTRACT: Resource depletion, environmental degradation, and related problems are
not simply the results of technology and economy. The underlying cause is the collective
behavior of individuals in a society, behavior that is predominantly cultural. Cultural
ecology can contribute to environmental science and education as well as to the solution
of environmental problems by providing concrete case studies that demonstrate the im-
portance of the cultural factor and by providing a broader cross-cultural and diachronic
perspective on human-environment interactions and environmental problems. After a
brief survey of various ecological approaches in anthropology, cultural ecology is re-
viewed with particular attention to concepts, methods, resources, and relevance for
teaching this subject in environmental studies.
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1987, "Cultural Ecology and Environmental Education," Journal of Environmental Education 19(1):31-42. Cultural ecology remains the foundation of the subsequent approaches of historical, political, and spiritual ecology within ecological anthropology, although the cultural ecology is much modified from that of its founder Julian Steward. 


Figure 2.—A Heuristic Model for Studying the Adaptive System
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Source: L.E. Sponsel, 1987, "Cultural Ecology and Environmental Education," Journal of Environmental Education 19(1):31-42.




HISTORICAL TRENDS IN ECOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY

1880-90s

ANTHROPO-
GEOGRAPHY
(armchair
speculation)

Possiblism
(antithesis)

1950-60s

CULTURAL
ECOLOGY

(empirical
fieldwork)

(synthesis)

Determinism
(thesis)

CULTURE
AS MASTER

ADAPTATION

1970-80s 1990s

ECOLOGICAL “NEW
ANTHROPOLOGY ECOLOGIES”

(systems (linkages,
analysis) scale, etc.)
“biologization” differentiation
(ecosystem, proliferation
population,
behavior)

MEDIATOR MEANING
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I have always been concerned with the history of the subjects I study. Not knowing history is like taking a trip without any map or other orientation.
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Medicine Lake, Mount Shasta, CA


Presenter
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This is an example of a sacred places in nature, Medicine Lake at the foot of Mount Shasta in the evening haze in the background, in northern California.  Even the image is extraordinary.


SPIRITUAL
ECOLOGY g

A Quiet
Revolution

Religion

m Spiritual ecology

m Buddhist ecology &
environmentalism

m Sacred places in nature &
biodiversity conservation

LESLIE E. SPONSEL
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In recent years I have explored spiritual ecology in general through various publications including:

2001, "Do Anthropologists Need Religion, and Vice Versa?: Adventures and Dangers in Spiritual Ecology," New Directions in Anthropology and Environment: Intersections, Carole Crumley, ed., Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, Ch. 9, pp. 177-200. 

�2010 "Religion and Environment: Exploring Spiritual Ecology," Religion and Society: Advances in Research, Simon Coleman and Ramon Sarro, eds., New York, NY: Berghahn Books 1:131-145.   http://journals.berghahnbooks.com/air-rs/



2011, “The Religion and Environment Interface: Spiritual Ecology in Ecological Anthropology,” in Environmental Anthropology Today, Helen Kopnina, and Elleanore Shoreman, eds., New York, NY: Routledge, Chapter 1, pp. 37-55. 
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Among the founding members of the Hawai`i Association of International Buddhists in Honolulu, Pornaee and I regularly organized talks on Buddhism and environment as well as other topics each Earth Day in April for several years  Poranee served as the President of HAIB during 2003-2005.
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Visiting a monk at a forest temple in northern Thailand near Chiang Mai.


Suan Mokh Forest Monastery and founder Buddhadasa Bhikkhu , Thailand
f.'
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These photos were taken in 1986 in southern Thailand at Suan Mokh, a Buddhist forest monastery established by the famous scholar monk and author Buddhadasa Bhikkhu pictured in the upper right.  The lower right is a path in the forest used by monks in walking meditation.


Spirit house and sacred banyon
tree at Millennium Hotel, Bangkok
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Most buildings and many fields throughout Thailand have a spirit house in which offerings of food, water, candles, incense, and other items are made to appease the spirit of the land for its use. Spirit houses are even located on the grounds of modern hotels such as the Holton Millennium in Bangkok. Likewise, sacred trees, bodhi and banyon among others, are ubiquitous throughout Thailand.
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2001, "Why a Tree is More than a Tree: Reflections on the Spiritual Ecology of Sacred Trees in Thailand," (with Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel), Santi Pracha Dhamma, Sulak Sivaraksa, et al., eds., Bangkok, Thailand: Santi Pracha Dhamma Institute, pp. 364-373. The basic thesis of this article is that a single tree is a significant component of a much wider web of ecological interrelationships and processes. 


“This is a subject that should
have been documented long
ago — this wise and careful
book fills an important gap,
and does it with real power.”

Revolution

Bill McKibben,
author of

The End of Nature, and
Eaarth

http://350.0r

LESLIE E. SPONSEL

http://www.spiritualecology.info
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This book is the product of a decade of background research and the last three years in fairly regular writing. 

Also see 2007, “The Spiritual Lives of Great Environmentalists,” Electronic Green Journal 25:1-9.

http://egj.lib.uidaho.edu/index.php/egj/

article/viewArticle/3202/3169



http://www.spiritualecology.info/
http://350.org/

Definition of Spiritual Ecology

a diverse and complex arena of
Intellectual and practical activities
at the interfaces of
religions and spiritualities on the one hand,
and on the other,

ecologies, environments, and
environmentalisms


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other designations overlap with spiritual ecology including ecomysticism, ecospirituality, ecotheology, green religion, nature religion, religion and ecology, and religion and nature. I prefer the term spiritual ecology as the most inclusive. Among other things, it encompasses the spirituality in nature of individuals who do not affiliate or identify with an organized religion or religious organization. 


Nexus of Spiritual Ecology

ENVIRONMENTALISM

SCIENCE RELIGION

ECOCRISIS
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For centuries the relationship between science and religion has been a varied, complex, and difficult one, something that needs to be confronted objectively and sensitively to advance spiritual ecology. Spiritual ecology is a catalyst for science and religion in collaborating on their common concern with the environment and conservation.


Influences Converging in the Development of Spiritual Ecology

Environmental
History,
Philosophy &
Ethics

Ecology &
Environmental
Studies

Environ-
mentalism

Ecological
Anthropology

Religious
Studies &
Ecotheology

Ecopsychology &
Sacred
geography

Spirituality

Revitalization

Religious
Organizations

Animistic
Revitalization
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These are the main influences converging in the growth and development as well as promise and hope of spiritual ecology.


=
Research Institute for Spiritual
Ecology (RISE) http://eline.com/rise
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RISE supersedes the Spiritual Ecology Concentration (SEC) within the Ecological Anthropology Program (EAP) at UHM. I developed and directed the EAP from 1981-2010, the reason that I was hired at UHM. SEC ran from 2003 until my retirement in 2010, early retirement in part because of lack of adequate support by the department for the EAP and SEC, but liberating to allow full time research and writing. Put simply, I could no longer honor my side of the job contract without the department honoring its side. RISE escapes from the ignorance, prejudice, and obstacles including academic censorship (e..g, Admissions Committee denying well qualified new graduate students to work with me) that increasingly frustrated my work in the department over the last decade. RISE transcends institutional, financial, and other constraints as well. The developing website also allows transcending the local to become global.  Developing RISE including its website is now the main focus of my work. Numerous strong endorsements of my book Spiritual Ecology: A Quiet Revolution from diverse prominent individuals demonstrate the importance of this subject.

http://eiine.com/rise

Peace

m Peace studies, war studies

= Anthropology of nonviolence, peace,
violence, & war

= Human rights, advocacy anthropology, &
professional ethics

® Yanomami studies
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Thanks to Dr. Glenn Paige, now a Professor Emeritus of Political Science at UHM, I became interested in the academic study of peace and nonviolence, but from an anthropological perspective .  This has led to a number of publications including a co-edited book in 1994 called The Anthropology of Peace and Nonviolence with a Foreword by Ashley Montagu.  This also led to my becoming a founding member of the Spark M. Matsunaga Institute for Peace and serving on its Curriculum Committee and Executive Board during its early years.  This inspired my development of the course Anthro 345 Aggression, War and Peace.  Since my work with the Yanomami in 1974-75, I have followed the literature on them as closely as possible as well as their changing situation in Brazil and Venezuela.  This stimulated chapters in two books edited by Barbara Rose Johnston, Who Pays the Price? The Sociocultural Context of the Environmental Crisis  in 1994, and Life and Death Matters: Human Rights and the Environment at the End of the Millennium in 1997.  My chapter in the first book was titled “The Yanomami Holocaust Continues.”  The title of my chapter in the second book is: “The Master Thief: Gold Mining and Mercury Contamination in the Amazon.”  That book and my chapter were recently revised and updated. I accepted an invitation from the American Anthropological Association to chair the temporary Commission for Human Rights (1991-1995) and then continued into the first year of the permanent Committee for Human Rights as its chair (1996).  It was inspiring to collaborate with and to learn from the dedicated fellow committee members over the years.  Fellow members were George Appell, Robert Hitchcock, Ellen Messer, Victor Montejo, Patrick Morris, Carole Nagengast, Peggy Overbey,  Linda Rabben, and Terence Turner. 
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The Institute for Peace began developing in the early 1980s, an exciting and rewarding process. 


“Is a nonkilling society possible?”
“Everyone can be a center for global nonkilling.”

M VO R AR B

m Dr. Glenn D. Paige,
Center for Global Nonkilling

http://nonkilling.org

€ ) Center for Global Nonkilling
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Glenn Paige is a rare academic who can think outside the box and go against the establishment to generate revolutionary thinking and praxis. His influence is growing exponentially and only history decades from now will reveal just how important he is.

http://nonkilling.org/

é . Center for Global Nonkilling

Avallable online free:

http://www.nonKilling.org
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A pioneering anthology of essays by anthropologists and others exploring and documenting nonkilling soceties including the Yanomami!

http://www.nonkilling.org/

m 2005, “The Natural History of Peace: A Positive View of
Human Nature and Its Potential,” in Bruce D. Bonta’s
web site “Peaceful Societies: Alternatives to Violence
and War,” http://www.peacefulsocieties.orq,
http://www.peacefulsocieties.org/refs.html#Sponsel 1996,

and at http://books.Google.com. (Reprinted from The
Natural History of Peace, Thomas A. Gregor, ed.,
Nashville, TN: Vanderbilt University Press, pp. 95-125).

m 2009, “Reflections on the Possibilities of a Nonkilling
Society and a Nonkilling Anthropology,” Toward a
Nonkilling Paradigm, Joam Evans Pim, ed., Honolulu,
HI: Center for Global Nonkilling, pp. 35-72
http://www.nonkilling.ora,
http://www.nenkilling.org/node/18.
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1996, "The Natural History of Peace: A Positive View of Human Nature and Its Potential," in The Natural History of Peace, Thomas A. Gregor, ed.  Nashville, TN: Vanderbilt University Press, Ch. 4, pp. 95-125 (reprinted at http://www.peacefulsocieties.org

http://www.peacefulsocieties.org/refs.html#Sponsel1996

and at http://books.Google.com).

http://www.peacefulsocieties.org/
http://www.peacefulsocieties.org/refs.html#Sponsel1996
http://books.google.com/
http://books.google.com/
http://www.nonkilling.org/
http://www.nonkilling.org/node/18
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Hawai`i public access television interview by Sonja Fabricas on her program Peace of the Rainbow.
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