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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This pastel portrait was volunteered by the famous Thai artist,  Mr. Thepsiri Suksopa, of Chiang Mai, in July 2005.



Intellectual Journeys 
from Indiana 
to Thailand 
and in between

A Pictorial AcademicA Pictorial Academic
Autobiography ofAutobiography of
Leslie E. Leslie E. SponselSponsel



Childhood home in Indianapolis, Indiana

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are my German American parents; Father an avid fisherman and hunter, and Mother a talented oil painter and ceramicist.  The photo in the top left is the road in our home neighborhood in Indianapolis, Indiana, while the top right is our home where I grew up.  Lower right hand photo is a ceramic face mounted on a tree in our home yard, perhaps foreshadowing my later interest in sacred trees in Thailand!  Both parents instilled in me a love of nature and especially wildlife, trees, forests, rivers, and lakes.



Family retreat at Yellow Wood Lake, Brown County, Indiana

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is Yellow Wood Lake near Nashville, Indiana, on October 27, 2003.  It was the equivalent of “Walden Pond” for our family during my youth.



The Road Not Taken
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel bothAnd sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stoodAnd be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I couldAnd looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing thereThough as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally layAnd both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sighI shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, Two roads diverged in a wood, 
and Iand I——I took the one less traveled by,I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.And that has made all the difference.

Robert FrostRobert Frost (1874(1874––1963)1963)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At various junctures in life one must make a choice which may have far reaching ramifications, many often unpredictable.



University degrees

B.A.,  Geology,  Indiana U, 1965B.A.,  Geology,  Indiana U, 1965
(geomorphology)(geomorphology)

M.A.,  Anthropology, Cornell U, 1973M.A.,  Anthropology, Cornell U, 1973

Ph.D.,  Anthropology, Cornell U, 1981Ph.D.,  Anthropology, Cornell U, 1981
(biological and cultural anthropology)(biological and cultural anthropology)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first essay I ever wrote was on Charles Darwin in a high school English class. He remains a hero, I remain an evolutionist.



Indiana University Geology Department Faculty and Students 1964 
(fourth in lower left)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are the Geology faculty and students at Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana, in 1964.  I am the fourth from the left in the first row. As an undergraduate at Indiana University (1961-65), I majored in geology with a concentration on geomorphology.  I earned the equivalent of a major in geography as well.  In addition, I took courses in human anatomy, human physiology, zoology, and ornithology, the latter one of the most interesting and enjoyable classes. I graduated with a B.A. in Geology in 1965.  Then I worked for two summers as a field geologist for the State of Indiana in a ground water resources survey. Driving all over the state, mostly in rural areas, I came to respect farmers and others. My first cultural shock was encountering an Amish man about the same age, obviously we lived in very different worlds.



Department of 
Anthropology 

Indiana University 
Bloomington

Main ProfessorsMain Professors

GeorgGeorg NeumannNeumann
(physical (physical 

anthropologist) anthropologist) 

David David BidneyBidney
(philosophical (philosophical 

anthropologist)anthropologist)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From 1965 to 1968 I attended Indiana University for graduate studies where I was closest to physical anthropologist Georg Neumann (lower left photo) and philosophical anthropologist David Bidney (lower right photo).  I served as a teaching assistant to Dr. Neumann for his osteology laboratory. Professor Bidney sparked my keen interest in the history and theory of anthropology through his brilliant seminars. He was a most stimulating but demanding teacher. I decided to take some time out and then go elsewhere for further graduate work in anthropology. From 1968-70 I served as a Visiting Lecturer in Anthropology at the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon, Canada. There I taught courses in the history and theory of anthropology, physical anthropology, human palaeontology and evolution, and primate behavior and ecology.  The courses were given for a full seven months, instead of the semester system in the USA.  This allowed a more thorough and penetrating survey of the subject. The cold weather was balanced by the warmth of the people.



Department of Anthropology, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY

Professor Kenneth A.R. KennedyProfessor Kenneth A.R. Kennedy
(biological anthropologist)(biological anthropologist)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cornell University is located in Ithaca, New York, at the south end of Cayuga Lake.   McGraw Hall which houses the Department of Anthropology is the building in the upper right and lower left photos.  My major professor was Dr. Kenneth A.R. Kennedy (photo in lower right). From 1970-74 I took courses at Cornell from biological anthropologist and archaeologist Kennedy, primatologist Barbara Harrisson, paleoanthropologist Louis S.B. Leakey, and R. Brooke Thomas on human ecology, among others.  I studied both biological and cultural anthropology at Cornell, as I had done previously at Indiana University.  Beyond anthropology, I also took courses in primate anatomy, vertebrate ethology, animal ecology, and Pleistocene geology.  In addition, during summers I pursued primate field work at a New York University’s field school in the Awash Valley of Ethiopia directed by Clifford Jolly; a nutritional anthropology field methods course at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; and practical linguistics courses in the Summer Institute of Linguistics at the University of Oklahoma. 





Margaret and Ken visit HonoluluMargaret and Ken visit Honolulu

Dr. KennedyDr. Kennedy’’s retirement partys retirement party

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the top left photo. from right to left are Dr. Kenneth A.R. Kennedy, Margaret Kennedy, myself, and my wife, Dr. Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel, during a visit of the Kennedy’s to Oahu in the summer of 1984.  Professor Kennedy taught at Cornell from 1964 until his retirement in 2005.  On September 30, 2005, his retirement reception was held on campus at the Andrew Dickson White Home in the upper right.  It was a great honor and pleasure for me to be invited to speak at his retirement reception.  The text of my speech can be found elsewhere on my homepage (link under Philosophy of Teaching: http://www.soc.hawaii.edu/Sponsel). As a professor Kennedy was one of the best by far. He had a thorough in depth knowledge of all course material, approached it systematically and effectively, and provided a wealth of information in regular handouts with extensive reading lists. He was always encouraging and supportive, even when I deviated from my original interests and his in the dissertation. He was an exemplary advisor. Often when faced with advising a student I still ask myself, what would Kennedy advise, or how would he handle this. Since the doctorate we have become close friends as well as colleagues. One of the most memorable classes was his History of Physical Anthropology seminar held in his home in front of the fire place once a week. After taking it I again set through the course a couple of more times. His wife, Margaret, a classic music composer, was a wonderful host in their home, including during many holidays.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
See next slide for details.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
See my CV for listing of sessions organized at the annual meetings of the AAA almost every year since 1987, alternating between aspects of my main interests – ecology, religion, and peace.



With Ken and Margaret in their study at home

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A visit to the Kennedy’s after attending a conference at Cornell in April 2002.



Santa Sofia Island, Colombian Amazon, 1972

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the summer of 1972, I directed an international team of graduate students in the field study of the population ecology of squirrel monkeys (Saimiri sciureus) (photo in upper right) in the Amazon near Leticia, Colombia.  Among the team were Russell Mittermeier, now President of Conservation International, and Robert Bailey, now at the University of Illinois of Chicago.  Both went on to obtain their doctorate degrees in anthropology at Harvard University.  The team members in the photo in the lower right from left to right are: Patrick von Hildebrand, Russell Mittermeier, Dorothy Brown, Kathy Wolf, myself, and Robert Bailey.  (The picture was taken by Ralph Baker, another member of the team). My first publications were co-authored with the Leticia team in the British journal Nature and in Oryx, and the International Zoo Yearbook. The article in Nature was first submitted to Science which rejected it. Th acceptance by Nature revealed to my the variability in the peer review process. 





1974, "Evaluation of Squirrel Monkey 1974, "Evaluation of Squirrel Monkey 
Ranching on Santa Sofia Island, Ranching on Santa Sofia Island, 
AmazonasAmazonas, Colombia," , Colombia," International Zoo International Zoo 
YearbookYearbook (London) 14:233(London) 14:233--240 (with 240 (with 
several coseveral co--authors).authors).
1974, "Progress of a Breeding Project for 1974, "Progress of a Breeding Project for 
NonNon--Human Primates in Colombia," Human Primates in Colombia," 
NatureNature (London) 248(5447):453(London) 248(5447):453--455 (with 455 (with 
several coseveral co--authors).authors).
1975, 1975, ““Primate Ranching: Results and Primate Ranching: Results and 
Implications,Implications,”” OryxOryx XIII(5):449XIII(5):449--453 453 
(with several co(with several co--authors).authors).



Yagua People, Atacuari River, Peruvian Amazon, 1972

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After the summer fieldwork on Santa Sofia Island in the Colombian Amazon in 1972, together with Robert Bailey and Ralph Baker I made a brief visit to the Yagua Indians in the Atacuari River area of the Peruvian Amazon.  Experiencing the Yagua turned my attention away from primate ecology to human ecology.  The photo in the upper left is of the port town of El Tigre near the mouth of the Atacuari River.  The photo in the upper right is a Yagua village.  In the lower left photo Yagua eat breakfast in the forest after a successful barbasco (fish poisoning) trip.  Meanwhile an elderly Yagua man fashioned a bamboo flute in the lower right photo.  He played hauntingly beautiful music on our return through the forest to the village. 



Awash National Park, Ethiopia, 1973

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the summer of 1973, I was a student in the New York University field school in Primate Behavior and Ecology directed by with Dr. Clifford Jolly in the Awash Valley of Ethiopia.  I studied Vervet monkeys (Cercopithecus aethiops). In upper left clockwise includes Vervet monkey mother with infant, riverine or gallery forest,  Awash savanna landscape,  gorge, and a young primatologist.  Photos were taken in the summer of 1973 in Awash National Park, Ethiopia.



Ethnoprimatology

Interface between Interface between 
cultural and biological cultural and biological 
anthropology, and anthropology, and 
between anthropology between anthropology 
and biologyand biology

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ethnoprimatology is a term and concept I originated to refer to the study of human-primate interactions at the interface of primate and cultural ecology.  The photo,  courtesy of Gerard Persoon of the University of Leiden, is of a coconut picking macaque monkey and handler in Indonesia.  I published a brief study on this curious phenomena in southern Thailand together with Thai colleagues in 2002 and 2004 reflecting my continuing interest in primatology. Sometimes when I witness the many problems humans create for others and themselves, I think about returning to the monkeys!





1997, "The Human Niche in 1997, "The Human Niche in AmazoniaAmazonia: : 
Explorations in Explorations in EthnoprimatologyEthnoprimatology," in ," in New New 
World Primates: Ecology, Evolution, and World Primates: Ecology, Evolution, and 
BehaviorBehavior, Warren , Warren KinzeyKinzey, ed.  Hawthorne, NY: , ed.  Hawthorne, NY: 
Aldine de Aldine de GruyterGruyter, Ch. 9, pp. 143, Ch. 9, pp. 143--165.165.

2002, "Monkey Business? The Conservation 2002, "Monkey Business? The Conservation 
Implications of Macaque Implications of Macaque EthnoprimatologyEthnoprimatology in in 
Southern Thailand," (with Southern Thailand," (with NukulNukul
RuttanadakulRuttanadakul and and PoraneePoranee NatadechaNatadecha--SponselSponsel) ) 
Primates Face to Face: The Conservation Primates Face to Face: The Conservation 
Implications of HumanImplications of Human--Nonhuman Primate Nonhuman Primate 
InterconnectionsInterconnections, Agustin Fuentes and Linda , Agustin Fuentes and Linda 
Wolfe, eds., New York, NY: Cambridge Wolfe, eds., New York, NY: Cambridge 
University Press, Ch. 14, pp. 288University Press, Ch. 14, pp. 288--309.309.
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Another version of the 2002 chapter appeared in this publication to reach another audience: 2004, "Coconut-Picking Macaques in Southern Thailand: Economic, Cultural and Ecological Aspects" (with Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel and Nukul Ruttanadakul) in Wildlife in Asia: Cultural Perspectives, John Knight, ed.  New York, NY: Routledge/Curzon, pp. 112-128.





Amazon River 1972

IVIC, Caracas, 1974IVIC, Caracas, 1974--19811981

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The upper left photo was taken on the Amazon River near Leticia, Colombia, in 1972.  The lower right photo was taken in my office in the Department of Anthropology at the Venezuelan Institute of Scientific Investigation in Caracas in 1981 while I served as  a Visiting Lecturer on a Fulbright Fellowship. I was associated off and on in various capacities with IVIC from 1974-1981. 



Venezuelan Institute for 
Scientific Investigations 

Caracas, Venezuela

Dr. Nelly Dr. Nelly ArveloArvelo--JimenezJimenez
and Simeon Jimenezand Simeon Jimenez

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Venezuelan anthropologist Dr. Nelly Arvelo-Jimenez and her husband, Simeon Jimenez, a Ye’kuana, were most kind and helpful in providing indispensable assistance and kind friendship during my dissertation research.  She served as my sponsor at IVIC while he was my guide into the Amazon.  I am forever indebted for their generous and expert help.  



Gustavo Eskildsen, 
Venezuelan anthropologist

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The upper two photos were taken at Guatopo National Forest in Venezuela, as was the lower left photo with best friend Gustavo Eskildsen, a Venezuelan anthropologist.  The lower right photo was taken with Gustavo and Margot Eskildsen at the Maiquetia International Airport on the coast of Venezuela.  These photos were taken after attending the IVth World Congress on National Parks and protected Areas of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) from February 10-21 where I gave an invited paper on “History, Conservation and Human Rights: The Case of the Yanomami in the Amazon of Brazil and Venezuela.”  Gustavo and Margot often kindly allowed me to stay in their home during visits to Caracas and most generously helped with many practical matters.  Gustavo and I shared a love of classical music as well as our graduate student days in anthropology at Indiana University (1965-68). His cousin, Carlos Alarcon, was also always most kind, hospitable, generous, and kind, including on a fieldtrip to the llanos of Venezuela (next slide).



Hunting in Venezuelan llanos

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From upper left clockwise, Gran Sabana landscape and river, and hunting with llanero and Yanomami visitor in the llanos area.



Yanomami People, Erebato River, 
Venezuelan Amazon, 1974-75

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These images of Salto Para and Yanomami were taken in the upper Erebato River area of Venezuela in 1974-75. My field research in Venezuela was conducted off and on from 1974-1981.  It included work with Yanomami in the Erebato River area for some of the chapters in my Cornell dissertation.  This was a pioneering behavioral ecology approach to human predation, well in advance of the development of this field in terms of later theory and method.  The dissertation focused on the animal protein hypothesis and on the hunter as biological, cultural, and mental being ( but neglected the spiritual component at the time).  Some chapters of my dissertation were revised for subsequent publications such as an invited article in the Annual Review of Anthropology. 



I published an article on the Yanomami in the Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature as well as articles on the Yanomami and the El Dorado Controversy in the Encyclopedia of Anthropology.  In my fieldwork I found the Yanomami to be most warm, friendly, hospitable and helpful people, and mostly nonviolent and peaceful. Although my time living with them was a mere six months, it was certainly more than sufficient to know how terribly distorting and misleading one ethnographic account of them is in obsessively focusing on their aggressive behavior (.e.g, see my critique in the 1998 journal Aggressive Behavior). However, it is clear from the literature that there is more aggression among the Yanomami in other places and times than the communities I lived in. Nevertheless, it is also clear from the extensive literature by dozens of anthropologists that violence among the Yanomami is not ubiquitous by any means contrary to the ethnographic representation of one anthropologist who has been criticized by several others who have worked with the Yanomami many times longer.







Presenter
Presentation Notes
Upper left photo is the Erebato River at the peak of the dry season when a maze of rocks are exposed in its bed.  Lower left photo shows a Yanomami hunter shaping a new bow shaft.  In the lower middle photo are palm grubs, a special food treat for Yanomami.  A giant armadillo is seen in the lower right photo.  When I visit a zoo there are often animals on exihbit of the same kind that I have eaten at one time or another while in the Amazon!



Cornell Doctoral Dissertation

The Hunter and the Hunted in the Amazon:The Hunter and the Hunted in the Amazon:
An Integrated Biological and Cultural Approach An Integrated Biological and Cultural Approach 

to the to the BehavioralBehavioral Ecology of Ecology of 
Human PredationHuman Predation

Ann Ann ArborArbor, MI:, MI:
University Microfilms International, 1981University Microfilms International, 1981

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although I yet to rework the dissertation for a book, several chapters have yielded journal articles and book chapters such as my invited article “Amazon Ecology and Adaptation” in the 1986 Annual Review of Anthropology. 



Amazon
1986, "Amazon Ecology and Adaptation," 1986, "Amazon Ecology and Adaptation," Annual Annual 
Review of AnthropologyReview of Anthropology 15:6715:67--97.97.
1995, "Relationships Among the World System, 1995, "Relationships Among the World System, 
Indigenous Peoples, and Ecological Anthropology," in Indigenous Peoples, and Ecological Anthropology," in 
Indigenous Peoples and the Future of Indigenous Peoples and the Future of AmazonaAmazona: An : An 
Ecological Anthropology of an Endangered WorldEcological Anthropology of an Endangered World, , 
Leslie E. Leslie E. SponselSponsel, ed. Tucson, AZ: University of , ed. Tucson, AZ: University of 
Arizona Press, Ch. 13, pp. 263Arizona Press, Ch. 13, pp. 263--293.293.
2008, 2008, ““Amazon: Environment and NatureAmazon: Environment and Nature”” in in 
EncyclopediaEncyclopedia of the History of Science, Technology, and of the History of Science, Technology, and 
Medicine in NonMedicine in Non--Western CulturesWestern Cultures, , HelaineHelaine SelinSelin, ed., , ed., 
The Netherlands: Springer, Second Edition 1:757The Netherlands: Springer, Second Edition 1:757--762.762.
2011, "The Master Thief: Gold Mining and Mercury 2011, "The Master Thief: Gold Mining and Mercury 
Contamination in the Amazon," in Contamination in the Amazon," in Life and Death Life and Death 
Matters: Human Rights, Environment, and Social Matters: Human Rights, Environment, and Social 
JusticeJustice, Barbara Rose Johnston, ed., 1997, Walnut , Barbara Rose Johnston, ed., 1997, Walnut 
Creek, CA: Left Coast Press (Second Edition), Ch. 6, Creek, CA: Left Coast Press (Second Edition), Ch. 6, 
pp. 125pp. 125--150.150.
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2001,"Relationships Among the World System, Indigenous Peoples, and Ecological Anthropology in the Endangered Amazon," in Contemporary Cultures and Societies of Latin America: A Reader in the Social Anthropology of Middle and South America (Third Edition), Dwight B. Heath, ed., Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, Inc., Ch. 4, pp. 31-49.  (Reprinted from Indigenous Peoples and the Future of Amazonia: An Ecological Anthropology of an Endangered World, L.E. Sponsel, ed., 1995, pp. 263-293).
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Paradigm shift discussed in my last chapter in the book I edited Indigenous Peoples and the Future of Amazonia.



Yanomami
1994, "The 1994, "The YanomamoYanomamo Holocaust Continues," in Holocaust Continues," in Who Pays the Who Pays the 
Price? Examining the Price? Examining the SocioculturalSociocultural Context of the Environmental Context of the Environmental 
CrisisCrisis, Barbara R. Johnston, ed.  Washington, D.C.: Island Press, , Barbara R. Johnston, ed.  Washington, D.C.: Island Press, 
Ch. 5, pp. 37Ch. 5, pp. 37--46.46.
1998 "1998 "YanomamiYanomami: An Arena of Conflict and Aggression in the : An Arena of Conflict and Aggression in the 
Amazon" invited by editor Douglas Fry for special anthropology Amazon" invited by editor Douglas Fry for special anthropology 
issue of issue of Aggressive Aggressive BehaviorBehavior 24(2):9724(2):97--122. 122. 
http://www.nku.edu/%7Ehumed1/darkness_in_el_dorado/documehttp://www.nku.edu/%7Ehumed1/darkness_in_el_dorado/docume
nts/0603.pdfnts/0603.pdf
2006, 2006, ““Darkness in El Darkness in El DoradoDorado ControversyControversy”” 2:6672:667--673, and 673, and 
““YanomamoYanomamo”” 5:23475:2347--2351, in 2351, in EncyclopediaEncyclopedia of Anthropologyof Anthropology, H. , H. 
James James BirxBirx, ed., Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. , ed., Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
2010, 2010, ““Into the Heart of Darkness: Rethinking the Canonical Into the Heart of Darkness: Rethinking the Canonical 
Ethnography on the Ethnography on the YanomamoYanomamo,,”” in in NonkillingNonkilling SocietiesSocieties, , JoamJoam
Evans Evans PimPim, ed., Honolulu: , ed., Honolulu: CenterCenter for Global for Global NonkillingNonkilling, Chapter , Chapter 
6, pp. 1976, pp. 197--242. 242. http://www.nonkilling.org/pdf/nksocieties.pdfhttp://www.nonkilling.org/pdf/nksocieties.pdf

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2009 “Yanomamo,” Annual Editions Anthropology 9/10 (33rd Edition), Elvio Angeloni, ed., New York, NY: McGraw-Hill/Dushkin, pp. 20-23 (from Encyclopedia of Anthropology, H. James Birx, ed., 2006, Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications 5:2347-2351). (Also reprinted in Anthropology 10/11 Annual Edition and in Anthropology 11/12 Annual Edition).

http://www.nku.edu/%7Ehumed1/darkness_in_el_dorado/documents/0603.pdf
http://www.nku.edu/%7Ehumed1/darkness_in_el_dorado/documents/0603.pdf
http://www.nonkilling.org/pdf/nksocieties.pdf




Recommended books on 
Yanomami:
Robert Robert BorofskyBorofsky, ed.  , ed.  -- YanomamiYanomami: The Fierce Controversy : The Fierce Controversy 
and What We Might Learn From Itand What We Might Learn From It, 2005, 2005
R. Brian Ferguson R. Brian Ferguson –– YanomamaYanomama Warfare: A Political Warfare: A Political 
History,History, 19951995
Kenneth Good Kenneth Good –– Into the Heart: One ManInto the Heart: One Man’’s Pursuit of Love s Pursuit of Love 
and Knowledge Among the and Knowledge Among the YanomamaYanomama, 1991, 1991
Jose Antonio Kelly Jose Antonio Kelly –– State Health Care and State Health Care and YanomamiYanomami
Transformations: A Symmetrical EthnographyTransformations: A Symmetrical Ethnography, 2011, 2011
John F. Peters John F. Peters –– Life Among the Life Among the YanomamiYanomami, 1998 , 1998 
AlcidaAlcida Rita Ramos Rita Ramos –– SanumaSanuma Memories: A Memories: A YanomamiYanomami
Ethnography in Times of CrisisEthnography in Times of Crisis, 1995, 1995
William J. William J. SmoleSmole –– The The YanoamaYanoama Indians: A Cultural Indians: A Cultural 
GeographyGeography, 1976, 1976
Patrick Tierney Patrick Tierney –– Darkness in El Dorado: How Scientists Darkness in El Dorado: How Scientists 
and Journalists Devastated the Amazonand Journalists Devastated the Amazon, 2000/2001, 2000/2001

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Yanomami have been studied by more than 57 individuals and more than 60 books have been written about them. The above are among the best books. Those by Tierney and Borofsky deal with the explosive controversy surrounding the work of some researchers with the Yanomami and Tierney’s multitude of diverse allegations regarding violations of professional ethics and human rights. Some of his allegations have been either disproved or called into question, but some others have been proven valid through various investigations including by a special Task Force of the American Anthropological Association, while others remain open to question being neither proved nor disproved.  See  Douglas Hume’s archive:

 http://anthroniche.com/darkness-in-el-dorado.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The controversy aroused by Tierney’s book is the most ugly and complex scandal in the entire history of anthropology which extends back well over a century. While my primary concern has been with the aspects of professional ethics and human rights, for some there is far more to the controversy as alluded in this diagram.



Curripaco People, Rio Negro, Venezuelan Amazon, 1979-1981

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Several field research trips were made to the Rio Negro region in 1979-81 to study the fishing and hunting ecology of the Curripaco and other indigenous communities.  The research was funded by a Fulbright Fellowship and a UNESCO-MAB grant at IVIC.  A chapter was published on this research in an edited volume titled Tropical Forests, People and Food  for UNESCO in 1993 and a subsequent French edition.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Upper Rio Negro River and various Curripaco villagers including my main field assistant on the left who proved to be a most effective and reliable collector of precise data on a year of hunting and fishing by members of the community.



1993, "`Rivers of Hunger'?: Indigenous 1993, "`Rivers of Hunger'?: Indigenous 
Resource Management in the Resource Management in the 
Oligotrophic Ecosystems of the Rio Oligotrophic Ecosystems of the Rio 
Negro, Negro, AmazonasAmazonas, Venezuela," (with , Venezuela," (with 
Paula Paula LoyaLoya) in ) in Tropical Forests, People Tropical Forests, People 
and Food: and Food: BioculturalBiocultural Interactions and Interactions and 
ApplicationsApplications, C.M. , C.M. HladikHladik, et al., eds.  , et al., eds.  
Paris, France: UNESCO/Parthenon Paris, France: UNESCO/Parthenon 
Publishing Group (UNESCO/MAB Series Publishing Group (UNESCO/MAB Series 
Volume 15), Ch. 36, pp. 435Volume 15), Ch. 36, pp. 435--446.446.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The black water and white sands oligotrophic ecosystems of the upper Rio Negro offer the acid test of human adaptation. The key to the adaptive success of these hunters and fishers is the opportunistic predation utilizing numerous and diverse strategies, techniques, and microenvironments. 
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